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4. TRUTH FOR ITS OWN SAKE

Writing to -----, I said that he whose position is

more or less final and fixed has a right to win, or
wish to win, others to his way of thinking, whereas
I, who am avowedly in search of a position, have no
such right. A pioneer, I say, has no right to a
wife and family, or to allow others to share his
risks. Wherefore he need not fear me or warn
others against me, as though I were trying to lead
a' party. On the contrary, I studiously repel " fol-
lowers/' and live apart as much as possible. When
I am asked questions I answer them frankly, unless
the questioner is a fool or a mischief-maker; but
I dislike being asked. I go on to say, hyperbolically
of course, that my own aim is to "follow the truth
to hell if necessary;;;1 that my interest in Catho-
licism is subordinate to and only part of my interest
in truth. It is because I believe truth lies that way
that I am a Catholic. In reply I am told that this
attitude is "false to the laws of the human mind";
that it is one which may and does often "lead to
a total loss of faith/' Here the whole ethics of
candour is touched.

If by a "law of the human mind" is meant its
all but universal way of acting, then it must be
allowed that to put truth pure and simple before
any affective motives whatsoever is "false to that
law." But surely a "law" in this sense may be a
universal limitation. Selfishness is a law of human

1 The Saints have been as scandalous: " I had rather be in hell with
Thee than in Heaven without Thee" is a frequent hyperbole in their
mouths.